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=  restoration in progress, a

"_"_-'_Wlfh a new owner, and a

~ century-old Newport mansion
| begins its transformation from
| classical manor to modern
home.
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ﬂmmhomehasamam-
pilation of the years. The fair seasons

"Iftﬁenmetthnuoetﬂedhmgenmﬁdunonthe

furniture, the wild months when storms ravaged

~ health and happiness — these good and bad cycles,

* inescapable and unpredictable as they are, give a
~ home its unique ambiance.

Beacon Rock is the sort of place that gives a visitor a

— - sense of real drama. Once home to noted American
~ sculptor Felix de Welden, the landmark, perched above
- Newport Harbor, now belongs to attorney Brian Cunha.

~Rocky years — as jagged and dangerous as the promon-

- tory itself — have taken a toll. But beyond the carved

marble entry, new life is stirring.

~ Still, this is no classic restoration. The present owner
(along with help from South County interior designer
Kim Sliney) is slowly introducing contemporary colors
and upscale amenities. It’s a transition for the mansion
from showhouse to livable home. Where once, only Eu-
ropean acquisitions and fine antiques flourished, now
there’s a trendy, professional-quality range for cooking,

Newport's cliff-top
estate Beacon Rock,
designed by McKim,
Mead and White

and with landscaping
by Frederick Law
Oimstead, was
completed in 1891,

a whirlpool for soaking, com-
fortable sofas for sitting. Friends
Rollerblade down the drive
across the double-arched stone
causeway that Frederick Law
Olmstead landscaped back at
the turn of the last century.

Always a house of contrasts — mathematically pre-
cise Greek design in a natural, rugged setting — Bea-
con Rock has simply added a few more juxtapositions.
If you think about it, it’s a reasonable response to our
age. Better sneakers piling up by the formal, oval re-
ception room than cobwebs,

And, of course, there are some elements that will
never change: the sound of water lapping at the stones
below, the whistle of the wind, the harbor music with
its clangs and bells. “1 love this house,” Cunha says.
“I'm a sailor and it’s the best place in town for a sailor
to be.” As it happens, Commodore Edwin D. Morgan,
who commissioned McKim, Mead and White to de-
sign Beacon Rock more than a hundred years ago,
was a sailor, too.



Just off the spacious,
dark-blue and white
master bedroom; is
the new master bath
complete with this
separate space —
behind pocket doors
— for the sink.




Beacon Rock will be d b _. ] | 1l cil An outdated Kit
featured in the AR 5 i || ¥ 11 was whisked away
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